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1 Regarding the Voices of Viennese Literary Modernism: Grete 
Meisel-Hess’s Die Stimme: Roman in Blättern
Helga Thorson

In Die Stimme: Roman in Blättern, Grete Meisel-Hess negotiates the discourses 
on gender, modernism, and “Jewishness” in Vienna during the early years of the 
twentieth century. Through an examination of the author’s use of self-reflexivity, 
metatextuality, and intertextual autobiographical self-referencing in Die Stimme, 
this article argues that Meisel-Hess attempted to position her novel as the first 
great work of Viennese modernist fiction written by a woman. 

19 Kafka’s Verwandlung, Wittgenstein’s Tractatus, and the Limits of 
Metaphorical Language
Rebecca Schuman

This article applies the unique insights of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Tractatus logico-
philosophicus to Kafka’s Die Verwandlung, and in doing so adds an analytic 
component to the rich discussion of how—or if—the figure of Gregor Samsa 
means metaphorically. The author’s logico-philosophical investigation of Kafka’s 
most famous text uncovers a fascinating trap in Kafka’s use of the metaphorical 
device, a trap only made visible by exploring Wittgenstein’s early philosophy 
alongside Kafka’s text. 
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33 Hermaphroditism, Liminal Eroticism, and the Classical Influence in 
Musil’s Der Mann ohne Eigenschaften
Carl E. Findley III

In his novel Der Mann ohne Eigenschaften, Robert Musil employs the image of the 
hermaphrodite to address the staid division between male and female genders 
and as a symbol for their potential union in the imagination. Drawing on Plato’s 
Symposium, Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and Weininger’s Geschlecht und Charakter 
as both influences and points of reference, this article proposes an “imaginative 
hermaphroditism” operating at the heart of the Ulrich-Agathe relationship.

55 “Darm-Realismus” und Ich-Verlust zwischen Fiktion und Wirklichkeit. 
Überlegungen zu Wolfgang Bauers letztem Theaterstück Foyer
Thomas Antonic

Like most of Wolfgang Bauer’s later works, his last play, Foyer, was largely ignored 
by the academic world. Nevertheless, Bauer’s late plays are highly significant 
for drama theory on account of their pathbreaking, frequently metafictional 
techniques and their contents, which include questions of personal identity, 
criticism of politics and media, and problems in distinguishing reality from fiction 
due to contemporary technological developments. This article examines the 
formal and thematic complexity of Foyer by juxtaposing it with works by other 
authors, philosophical and theoretical literature, and earlier plays by Bauer himself.
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