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Die friihe Shakespeare-Rezeption im josephinischen Wien.
Uberlegungen zur kritischen Haltung der Aufklarer Joseph von
Sonnenfels und Cornelius von Ayrenhoff

Matthias Mansky

This article investigates the early Viennese reception of Shakespeare in the
eighteenth century. In the work of Joseph von Sonnenfels and Cornelius von
Ayrenhoff, a sceptical and satirical approach towards Shakespeare and the
Sturm und Drang can be observed. This stance should no longer be understood
as an inferior and obsolete aesthetic position but as a specific development in
Austrian literature.

Hofmannsthal’s Arabella: Nineteenth-Century Slavonia as a Utopian
Chronotopos of an Ideal Future Society
Ana Foteva

This article examines Hofmannsthal’s utopian project for post-Habsburg Central
Europe and post-World War | Europe as depicted in his last work, the lyrical
comedy Arabella. In Arabella, Hofmannsthal’s cultural and educational program
for a better Europe and for intercultural understanding between Western and
Southeastern Europe has been brought to maturation and unified through the
artistic realization of his theatrical poetics aimed at educating the audience
towards a pan-European perspective that would include the margins of Europe.
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Am Nullpunkt der Gattungen. Friedrich Achleitners quadratroman
Philipp Schénthaler

The work of the Wiener Gruppe is conditioned by its interest in conceptions
of genres. This article argues that, instead of being internally structured by
questions of genre, Friedrich Achleitner’s quadratroman displays the function of
different genres and sign systems on a metadiscursive level. Achleitner achieves
this by introducing the language of mathematics into literary discourse, thus
exposing genres as conventional and rule-based language games.

The Unconscionable Critic: Thomas Bernhard’s Holzféllen
Kata Gellen and Jakob Norberg

Through a reading of Holzfdllen, this essay seeks to address a persistent problem
in the work of Thomas Bernhard: the curious divergence of critique and
rational argument. The novel presents a series of scornful attacks on a variety
of people, places, objects, and activities, but consistently withholds reasoned
explanations, thus precluding any possible agreement with or acceptance of the
views expressed in it. Scholars have proved unable to reconcile the unfairness,
exaggeration, and disparateness of the narrator’s claims with the novel’s critical
framework. By examining the discourse of affect in Holzfdllen, the authors argue
that it presents a form of critique whose central principle is the maintenance of
social distance. The narrator wants neither to persuade nor to reform others, but
rather to describe and enact a process of disentanglement and departure.
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