Modem
LV1 Austrian
Literature

A Journal Devoted to the Study of Austrian Literature and Culture

Vi

23

Volume 43, Number 4, 2010

Contributors
Articles

Telling a Realist Folktale: Folklore and Cultural Preservation in
Adalbert Stifter’s “Katzensilber”
Alyssa Lonner Howards

Gypsy waif? Folkloric vestige? Latter-day Mignon? The elusive figure of the
“braunes Madchen” in Stifter’s “Katzensilber” has both fascinated and puzzled
scholars. This article re-evaluates the character—as well as the realist mode
in which she is presented—as an expression of Stifter’s ambivalence towards
Austria’s shifting identity in a modernizing Europe.

Unzuverldssiges Erzahlen als Provokation des Lesers in Joseph
Roths Die Flucht ohne Ende. Ein Bericht
Florian Gelzer

Joseph Roth’s early novel Die Flucht ohne Ende, with its programmatic insistence
on“reporting”rather than “inventing,”is currently considered a prime example of
a narrative in the style of “Neue Sachlichkeit” This article argues that Die Flucht
ohne Ende should be regarded less as an example of factual storytelling than as a
profound reflection on fundamental issues of (autobiographical) writing. On the
one hand, Roth’s novel portrays a protagonist becoming an author himself. On
the other hand, the narrative is intentionally misleading, biased, and unreliable,
provoking the reader to reconsider notions of authenticity and probability.
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“Der scheue und unsichere Blick”. Die Wahrnehmung des “Judischen”
in Osterreich am Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts am Beispiel von Albert
Drachs Das grof3e Protokoll gegen Zwetschkenbaum

Elmar Lenhart

This article examines the influence of the senses and perception on the
discourse on “Jewishness” in fin-de-siecle Vienna. In Das groB8e Protokoll gegen
Zwetschkenbaum, Albert Drach represents how the characters are “seen,”“heard,’
and “smelled,” and how this perception is translated into action in the praxis of
the legal system. The argument begins by outlining the field of “sensory history,”
proceeds to Jews and Jewish theater in Vienna around the turn of the century,
and then analyzes Drach’s novel.

The Importance of the Visual in Christoph Ransmayr’s Die letzte Welt
David L. Smith

Die letzte Welt challenges human expectations of narrative and linear progression
by emphasizing spatiality. Through a focus on visuality, the novel erases traditional
distinctions between media based on a perceived temporal or spatial emphasis.
The text argues instead for the inextricability of time and space, humans and
nature, and even literary and plastic arts.
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