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Knapp daneben ist auch dabei-Gerhard Fritsch und die Schalt-
stellen der osterreichischen Literatur
Stefan Alker

This essay draws on Fritsch’s posthumous papers in order to recast the debate
surrounding Fritsch’s multifarious literary activities. Rejecting the dualism that
sees Fritsch as either a “Macher” or an “Opfer,” the article argues that Fritsch’s
desire to promote a progressive literary culture in Austria led him to distance
himself from the establishment’s politics while maintaining creative involvement
with it.

Becoming a Poet: Gerhard Fritsch and the Austrian Lyric after 1945
Anthony Bushell

Fritsch’s early and initially prolific presence among the first generation of Austrian
poets to emerge after 1945 has been widely acknowledged. This article sets
Fritsch’s poetic development against the historical and literary context in which
he found himself, seeks to establish the poetic practices at work in his verse, and
examines those tensions that may have restrained subsequent growth.
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“Die leere Mitte”: Narrative Desire and Loss in Moos aufden Steinen
and its Filmic Adaptation
Catriona Firth

Fritsch’s first novel, Moos auf den Steinen, has frequently harvested criticism for
its perceived adherence to a mythologized image of Austria’s Habsburg legacy.
Using psychoanalytic conceptions of narrative desire to approach the novel and
its filmic adaptation, this article reevaluates the status of the Habsburg Myth in
both works and uses the film adaptation to question the assumed traditionalism
of the novel.

Schreiben Uber die “Schwierigkeit beim Schreiben (nicht nur der
Wahrheit)"-Von Gerhard Fritschs zweitem Roman Fasching zum
Prosafragment Katzenmusik

Raffaele Louis

By analyzing the narrative techniques, central imagery, and self-reflexive
passages in Fritsch'’s later prose works, this article argues that the prose fragment
Katzenmusik can be seen as a continuation of the poetological project on which
Fritsch had already embarked in Fasching. A consideration of Fritsch’s Nachlass
compellingly shows that Katzenmusik is self-consciously fragmentary, the
formlessness of which is artfully constructed.
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