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This essay analyzes the generational discourse in Stefan Zweig’s novella 
Brennendes Geheimnis as a reflection of the conflict-laden transition from the 
models of a literary fin-de-siècle generation to the paradigms of a new century, 
which appear, in turn, as symptoms of human degeneration. Reinterpreting the 
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In Traumnovelle, Schnitzler positions Denmark, the locus of the protagonists’ 
sexual fantasies, as Austria’s alluring but dangerous double. His depiction of 
Denmark and Danes incorporates the exoticizing, objectifying strategies of 
Orientalist discourse in order to reproduce and critique the marginalization of 
cultural difference in early-twentieth-century Austria. Recognizing the symbolic 
significance of Denmark in the text illuminates Schnitzler’s participation in 
contemporary discourses about race, nationality, and gender as shaped by 
literature, philosophy, and science. 
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This essay examines the cultural and promotional production of the individual 
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that, in presenting the city’s attractions, Vienna’s tourist board has shifted its 
focus from history to a form of memory based on Pierre Nora’s concept of the 
lieu de mémoire. 
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