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“I Am a Slave To My Hair”: Empress Elisabeth of Austria, Fetishism,
and Nineteenth-Century Austrian Sexuality
Olivia Gruber Florek

This article examines Franz Xaver Winterhalter’s
1864 portrait of Empress Elisabeth (Kaiserin
Elisabeth mit verschlungenem Haar). Using visual
analysis and a psychoanalytic framework, the
article argues that the eroticism portrayed in this
portrait is unique within Winterhalter’s ceuvre and
foreshadows the sexuality theorized by Sigmund
Freud and represented in images of femmes
fatales at the fin de siécle.

“Eine Fahrte, die ins Dunkel 1duft”. Das Scheitern epochaler
Ubergidnge und die Dehumanisation des Menschen: Stefan
Zweigs “Brennendes Geheimnis”

Achim Ktipper

This essay analyzes the generational discourse in Stefan Zweig's novella
Brennendes Geheimnis as a reflection of the conflict-laden transition from the
models of a literary fin-de-siécle generation to the paradigms of a new century,
which appear, in turn, as symptoms of human degeneration. Reinterpreting the
novella’s ending, the essay uncovers the deeper sense of crisis beneath the final
illusion, thereby reassessing Zweig's contribution to modern Austrian literature.
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Dreaming of Denmark: Orientalism and Otherness in Schnitzler’s
Traumnovelle
Julie K. Allen

’

In Traumnovelle, Schnitzler positions Denmark, the locus of the protagonists
sexual fantasies, as Austria’s alluring but dangerous double. His depiction of
Denmark and Danes incorporates the exoticizing, objectifying strategies of
Orientalist discourse in order to reproduce and critique the marginalization of
cultural difference in early-twentieth-century Austria. Recognizing the symbolic
significance of Denmark in the text illuminates Schnitzler’s participation in
contemporary discourses about race, nationality, and gender as shaped by
literature, philosophy, and science.

“Where Hip meets Habsburg”: Marketing the Personal Story in
Contemporary Vienna
Susanne Kelley

This essay examines the cultural and promotional production of the individual
story in Vienna'’s self-marketing to the contemporary tourist. The author argues
that, in presenting the city’s attractions, Vienna'’s tourist board has shifted its
focus from history to a form of memory based on Pierre Nora’s concept of the
lieu de mémoire.
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Gerhard Oberkofler, Samuel Steinherz (1857-1942): Biographische Skizze
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Melissa De Bruyker, Das resonante Schweigen: Die Rhetorik der erzéhlten
Welt in Kafkas Der Verschollene, Schnitzlers Therese und Walsers Rauber-
Roman - Andrew Wisely
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