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Adalbert Stifter’s Poetics of Collecting: Representing the Past against the
Grand Narrative of Academic Historicism................c..cocooeninninninnnn. 1
Academic historicism has often been seen as a formative aesthetic principle
for Adalbert Stifter’s writing. However, rather than showing that Stifter reiterates
the rhetorical and ideological objectives of Austrian and German historicism, this
reading of his novella “Granit” explores different modes of representing the past.
Focusing on the theme of collecting, this article shows that Stifter depicts the past
under the auspices of memory, stasis, space, repetition, and myth, which stands in
contrast to historicist modes of representing the past as a grand narrative.
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Maria Theresa Ledochowska (1863—1922) ............ccccoiviiiiiiiiieeiieeeee e, 19
Beatified by Pope Paul VIin 1975 and hailed as “Africa’s Mother,” Maria The-
resa Ledochowska was a venerated anti-slavery advocate and an active supporter
of the Catholic missions. Although her essays, short stories, and dramas were
published in eight European languages and her influence extended across Europe,
her contributions to colonial and literary history have remained untouched by
academic scholarship. This essay offers a critical introduction to Ledochowska’s
works via an examination of three colonial dramas: Zaida, das Negermddchen
(1889), Von Hiitte zu Hiitte (1912), and Die Prinzessin von Uganda (1915). When
much of the Western world viewed the native populations of Africa as subhuman,
Ledochowska created black-skinned characters for her dramas whose humanity
rivaled or exceeded that of their white counterparts.
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Sandor Marai is recognized as one of the most significant Hungarian authors
of the twentieth century. His background, life, and novels also display strong Aus-
trian and German components. This study presents a political-historical reading of
his classic novel Embers (1942) and contends that the rivalry between two former
military comrades narrated in the novel serves as an indication of the destabili-
zation and disintegration of the Habsburg Monarchy. Yet as the rivals agree at a
reunion forty years after their confrontation, the cultural and social milieu of for-
mer Austro-Hungary, however outdated, compares very favorably with the brutal
political environment of the 1940s in Central Europe.
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Der Irre und die sieben Soldaten. Alexander Lernet-Holenias Beide Sizilien
als politischer Roman...................c..coiiiiiecc e 59

In 1942 Alexander Lernet-Holenia was allowed to publish the novel Beide
Sizilien although his previous novel, Mars im Widder, had been forbidden by
Goebbels in 1941. Obviously the Nazis considered Beide Sizilien a harmless mur-
der mystery which dealt allegorically with the end of the Habsburg Empire. This
article suggests a new reading. The novel can also be interpreted as an allegory of
the Anschluss of 1938 with a political message: Once Nazi rule is over, the Aus-
trian Republic ought to continue where it was interrupted by the madman Hitler.
Thus, Beide Sizilien is an example of “verdeckte Schreibweise” during the Nazi
period.
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