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As I submit my final report to the MALCA Executive Council, the journal and its sponsoring organization face important deliberations and transformations.  The recent vote by the membership to rename both the organization and its journal denotes changes that have already taken place as well as those that lie ahead.  The impending move from Modern Austrian Literature to Journal of Austrian Studies signals an expansion in scope that began well before the vote to change the title.  Scholarship published in Modern Austrian Literature has included non-literary topics for quite some time now.  The new name of the journal will thus better align the publication’s title with its actual content and with contemporary practices in the field.  

Given current trends in manuscripts submitted to the journal, a quarterly publication schedule is clearly no longer sustainable.  Consider the following figures:  during the initial six months of my editorship, July–December 2008, there were 12 regular submissions to the journal.  Of those, 2 were accepted; 3 were deemed unpublishable; and 7 were returned with the recommendation that they be revised and resubmitted.  Of those 7, 6 were resubmitted, all of which eventually were accepted and published.  In 2009, there were 28 regular submissions to the journal.  Of those, 1 was accepted; 16 were deemed unpublishable; 2 were returned to the authors because they were far too short; and 9 were returned with the recommendation that they be revised and resubmitted.  Of those 9, 4 were never resubmitted; the remaining 5, upon revision and resubmission, were all accepted for publication.  In 2010, there were 30 regular submissions to the journal.  Of those, 3 were accepted; 5 were deemed unpublishable; 8 were returned to the authors because they were far too short; and 14 were returned with the recommendation that they be revised and resubmitted.  Of those 14, 8 have not (yet) been resubmitted; 5 were eventually resubmitted and accepted; and 1 was resubmitted and deemed unpublishable.  This calendar year, there have been 10 regular submissions to the journal to date.  1 has been accepted; 1 has been deemed unpublishable; 5 have been returned to the authors because they were too short, too long, or otherwise inappropriate for MAL; and 3 are still under review.

The executive publisher of Maney Publishing recently contacted me to ask whether Modern Austrian Literature would be interested in partnering with them.  Such an agreement could substantially alter the workload of the journal’s editor and also entail significant changes for the sponsoring organization.  MALCA/ASA should carefully consider such a partnership in terms of its benefits and costs to the journal, its readership, and its sponsoring organization.

As this is my final editorial report, I would like to conclude by thanking MALCA for the opportunity to edit Modern Austrian Literature for the past three years.  The experience has proved enriching, at times taxing, and always educational.  The collaborative work involved in producing a quarterly journal, especially one without a single full-time staff member, is considerable, and I am very grateful for all of the assistance I have received.  I would especially like to thank Katherine Arens and Helga Schreckenberger for their generous and continuous support throughout my editorial tenure.                  
