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Now that I am more than halfway through my three-year term as editor, much of the work on the journal has assumed a certain rhythm, which is not to say that it is always predictable.  The quarterly issues continue to appear on schedule in February, May, August, and November.  Having renegotiated publication costs with our printer, Webcom, towards the end of volume 41, we continue our good working relationship with them, but with the added benefit of substantial savings.  For instance, to print a 136-page issue in July 2008, Webcom charged us $5.60/copy; for a 136-page issue in July 2009, the charge was $3.69/copy.  Given our current print run of 650 copies, that represents a savings of $1,241.50 per issue.

We have received much positive feedback regarding the new design of the journal and the quality of the contributions.  Thanks to the dedicated work of Joseph Moser, the book review section remains strong, publishing 20 reviews of a wide range of monographs per issue.  We recently decided to discontinue reviewing primary texts and translations. 

During 2009, the journal received a total of 29 regular submissions.  15 submissions came from individuals working in the United States; the remaining 14 originated from 9 other countries:  Austria (4), Canada, Denmark, England (2), Georgia, Germany, Japan, South Africa, and Switzerland (2).  Of those 29 submissions, 1 was accepted; 16 were not accepted; 3 were returned to the authors because they were either too short or otherwise unsuitable for Modern Austrian Literature; and 9 were returned with the recommendation that the authors revise and resubmit their manuscripts.  Of those, 4 have resubmitted their essays, and all of them have been accepted for publication.  Regardless of the publication decision, submitters frequently contact me upon receiving their readers’ reports to let me know just how detailed, specific, and constructive they found those reports to be.  As the submitter of an essay on Kafka recently wrote to me in response to her readers’ reports, “Thank you very much for such insightful, specific and—to risk a terrible Kafka pun—transformative commentary.”  The journal’s referees are clearly taking their work very seriously and playing an important role in supporting and shaping contemporary scholarship.
In 2009, 13 manuscripts were submitted for 3 special issues:  Performance (42.3), Gerhard Fritsch (42.4), and Michael Haneke (43.2).  Of those, 9 were accepted; 2 were not accepted; and 2 were returned with the recommendation that the authors revise and resubmit their essays.  Upon resubmission, both of the manuscripts were accepted for publication.     

Submissions for the current calendar year appear to have dropped considerably.  To date, 6 regular submissions have been received, 4 from individuals working in the United States and 2 from scholars in Austria.  Of those, 3 are pending; 1 has been accepted; 1 was returned to the author because it was too short; and 1 has been returned with the recommendation that the author revise and resubmit, which the author will do.  

It is unclear why submissions for this calendar year are significantly fewer in number than at this time last year.  I imagine the current embattled state of German (and Austrian) Studies in North America and the United Kingdom plays a role and I suspect that the recent plethora of special issues of Modern Austrian Literature factors in as well.      
