Editorial Work for 2007

Modern Austrian Literature

The journal continued to be on track in its publication schedule, with four regular issues during 2007.  For 2008 the quarterly publication schedule will be maintained. Each issue contains approx. 140 pages: usually four essays and 20 book reviews, occasionally “research notes” or “forums,” and some advertisements.

Submissions to the journal have been steady, with less than 25% acceptance rate. 43 manuscripts were submitted between 2006 and 2007.  At least two expert readers are always asked to provide their evaluation of any manuscript. Often a third reader is brought into the review process.  Readers are generally asked to submit their review within five weeks. This has worked out quite well. The quality of the papers we have published is, I believe, very decent, but ultimately it is up to readers to judge the quality of MAL as well as the changes in design, etc.  In 2007 the Max Kade Stiftung donated again a prize for “best essay” in MAL—a very nice distinction that gives greater visibility to the journal. 

In addition to EBSCO archiving, we now also have GALE Publishers as an additional source for digital access to past MAL issues. The two venues complement each other since they serve different clients.

The book review section under the editorship of Prof. Joseph Moser has gone back to the desired level of 20 reviews per issue. Joseph Moser has been extremely conscientious in his work, has established good working relations with lots of publishers, and has worked very closely with the MAL editor.

We use a Canadian printer, with whom we have been satisfied. All editorial work has been done in cooperation with Dr. Mary Fahnestock-Thomas (Ohio), who is responsible for copy-editing, additional author queries, picture requests (jpgs), and layout. PDFs usually go back and forth between editor and copy-editor several times before they are submitted in toto to the Canadian printer. Between the return of proof-read galleys to the printer and delivery of the journal at the Rice post office, it usually takes three weeks. Affixing the labels to the shrink-wrapped journals is usually done within a day or two after the journals arrive. Bulk mail is used to send out journals to US addresses, air mail to all overseas subscribers. The price for postage has gone up tremendously. Overall the publication costs require an increase in dues.

My editorial work is coming to an end this summer. The issue 41.2 is the last issue that I have put together and edited. Delivery will take place in about four weeks. The content of the forthcoming issues is already decided—long-term planning is necessary to guarantee punctual publication. It should be possible to make the transition to the next editor a smooth one. 

My work as an editor has taken place in an institutional vacuum, since no support has been given to me: no assistance in the departmental office, no course release, no acknowledgment of my work in terms of academic service.  I hope that in the future no MAL editor will have to operate in such conditions, and I hope that the MALCA Executive Committee will be willing to exert pressure on any institution that treats its faculty member in such an unprofessional way.

