Combined Minutes

Executive Council Meeting 

Annual MALCA Business Meeting

April 23, 2004

Rice University

In attendance: Linda C. DeMeritt (President)



Dagmar Lorenz (Vice-President)

Imke Meyer (Member-at-Large)

Karl Müller (Member-at-Large)

Wolfgang Nehring (Member-at-Large)



Regina Kecht (Conference Committee)



Helga Schreckenberger (Conference Committee)



Geoffrey Howes (Co-Editor)

Jackie Vansant (Co-Editor)

Ernst Aichinger (Representative from the Austrian Cultural Forum)

Please follow the Agenda for numbering.

2a) Nominating Committee

Over the course of this past year, the Nominating Committee held an election for the office of Vice-President and Helga Schreckenberger was elected. At the close of this annual conference, the Executive Council will therefore be composed of the following members:

Dagmar Lorenz: President 

Helga Schreckenberger: Vice-President

Linda C. DeMeritt: Past President

See above

Over the course of the next year, the Nominating Committee will have to fill three Member-at-Large positions. The following people were nominated during the Business Meeting: Regina Kecht, Vincent Kling, Margaret Lamb-Faffelberger, Joseph Moser, Rebecca Thomas.

The following Members-at-Large will rotate off the Council at the conclusion of next year’s annual conference: Karl Müller, Imke Meyer, and Wolfgang Nehring. 

The EC discussed the responsibilities of the Member-at-Large from Austria. These include relaying information back and forth between Austria and the U.S., serving as a liaison to other organizations in Austria, rounding up more Austrian members for MALCA, and (perhaps) hosting or organizing our annual conference now and then in Austria. The EC affirmed the desirability of having one member of the EC from Austria. Since Karl Müller is supposed to rotate off the EC at the conclusion of next year’s annual conference, the EC has asked that he try to identify a colleague who would be willing to serve in his place. 

2b) Conference Committee

Regina reported that 58-60 participants pre-registered for the conference at Rice and that she received 60 submissions for 40 presentation slots. Both these numbers are indicators of the growing visibility of the MALCA conference. In order to accommodate the larger numbers, the Rice conference included parallel sessions for the first time. It also tried out a new idea: poster presentations for teaching topics. Both innovations worked well, although the EC (or at least Liz Ametsbichler) should review the evaluation form summary compiled by Regina before finalizing plans for the next conference. 

The 2005 conference will take place at the University of Montana, organized by Liz Ametsbichler. The exact dates for the conference still need to be announced; the topic is “Transcending the Borders: Austria in the Context of Central Europe (Past and Present).”

At the Business Meeting it was announced that applications for the 2006 conference site will be considered over the course of the next few months. One interested MALCA member is Rebecca Thomas from Wake Forest University.

2c) Publications and Research Committee

Jackie and Geoff announced that the acceptance rate of articles for MAL is 20%, and EC members commented about the noticeable quality increase over the course of the last four to five years. Our two co-editors reminded the EC that their term expires officially at the end of 2004 and that therefore we need to identify a new editor or editor team. The EC persuaded Jackie and Geoff to remain as co-editors until summer 2005, with the new editor(s) to start fall 2005. MAL also needs a new book review editor to start fall 2005 since Helga Schreckenberger will step down when Jackie and Geoff do. The editor(s) position was announced at the Business Meeting. The EC is reminded that this position is not an elected one, but rather a selected one. Jackie and Geoff will put together a list of criteria for this important position.

Imke Meyer reported growing attendance at MALCA sessions during the annual MLA conference. For the 2004 conference, one session was given to the Grillparzer Society, and Clifford Bernd has organized an interesting panel of presenters. The other session is devoted to the topic of “Family Ties” and received 18 submissions.

3) Raymond Burt reported on the financial state of the organization. We are solvent! The EC discussed adding a line on the dues form for member to contribute more money in order to support student participation at conferences. We could call money contributed to this end the Jutta Landa fund. In general, the EC thought the idea of a Jutta Landa fund to be excellent. Wolfgang Nehring has since then contacted Jutta’s husband, who stated that he thought it would be a wonderful way to honor her name and memory. This might be an issue that we could deal with via email. We need to determine exactly what the fund would be for and then add it to the dues form. If we decide to begin a Best Article Award for the journal, we could also use such funds for subsidizing this. Then we could even name the award the Jutta Landa Best Article Award??

4) Ernst Aichinger reported that the Austrian Cultural Forum was not able to support travel costs for EC members directly; however, he can support our organization through the purchase of multiple copies of MAL. This means that the organization can decide on its own how to support EC members traveling to a conference. I mentioned in an earlier email that for NEMLA all members of the EC received travel costs and one night’s stay because the annual meeting was held the Thursday afternoon before the conference. This might be a way to ensure more time for the annual meeting of the EC, which has been an issue for us.

