MALCA Executive Council Meeting

April 11, 2003

University of Vermont

Minutes

Attending: 
Linda DeMeritt (President), Dagmar Lorenz (Vice-President), Liz Ametsbichler (Member-at-Large), Imke Meyer (Member-at-Large), Raymond Burt (Business Manager), Jackie Vansant (MAL Co-editor), Helga Schreckenberger (Chair of the Conference Committee), Maria-Regina Kecht (Future conference organizer)

I. Nominating Committee

The EC discussed nominating procedures for future members of the EC and accepted the guidelines provided to us last fall by Liz, with two minor changes: nominations will be solicited through a general email posting rather than through the journal; the Past President will serve two years rather than just one. These procedures will become part of the By-Laws. In brief they are: Nominations and self-nominations for office will begin at the annual meeting of MALCA and continue through June by means of email. Candidates for office will prepare a short statement that will be sent to all MALCA members by October 31, to be returned to the Chair of the Nominating Committee by December 1.

II. Conference Committee

Helga reported some frustration working with the Austrian Cultural Forum due to delays in correspondence concerning support for speakers and authors. The delay in response might have cost MALCA speakers, and at the least cost a great deal of time and worry. The EC asked Linda and Dagmar to write a letter expressing our concerns and desire for more timely communications in the future. 

The EC thanks Helga for her superb work on the 2003 conference – excellent presentations and discussion, great food and drink, and wonderful collegiality. Somehow she even made the sun shine for four days in a row!

The conference for 2004 will take place in late April at Rice University, hosted by Maria-Regina Kecht. The topic is: Gender, History, and Memory; the Call for Papers was distributed at the conference.

The EC discussed the 2005 site. Rebecca Thomas has expressed some interest in hosting the conference at Wake Forest; however, the EC found it desirable to identify a site further west if at all possible. Liz Ametsbichler from the University of Montana has expressed an interest. This might be preferable in the near future in order to expand our membership and also to dispel any lingering notions that we are only an East coast conference.

Linda reminded future conference organizers that Dr. Robert Stocker of the Bundeskanzleramt: Sektion für Kunstangelengenheiten in Vienna has also made a commitment to support writers and/or filmmakers invited to future MALCA conferences. (tel: 43 1 53115-7550; fax: 43 1 53115-7557; email: Robert.stocker@bka.gv.at).  Dr. Stocker (or his office) always supported the Riverside conference and was eager to continue such subsidies.


III. MAL Report

Jackie reported that the next issue of MAL (1/2.2002) will be out in May. The journal has an acceptance rate of 20%. Although submissions have increased lately, timely publication of the journal depends in part on more and better submissions. 


IV. MLA Sessions Report

Imke reported on the two MALCA permanent sessions at the 2002 MLA conference. The topics were: Gender and Politics and Topographies of Memory. Attendance was good, especially considering that the second panel was during the final time slot. Despite being a little late in posting the call for papers for the MLA 2003 conference in San Diego, she received 26 abstracts. This is the third year she has organized the permanent sessions, and each year the number of submissions has increased. 


V. Membership

In an attempt to increase our visibility and membership, the EC decided to try to establish permanent sessions at other conferences. The following people volunteered to check out the following organizations: Liz and GSA as well as RMMLA; Dagmar and AATG; Linda and NEMLA; Jackie and the University of Minnesota; Imke and PAMLA. Several other important organizations have no permanent sessions, such as WiG and the U of KY conference.

Other measures that were discussed in order to increase membership were poster sessions as well as respondents at our annual conferences. Such measures would allow for greater participation without creating the necessity of overlapping sessions.


VI. Business Report

Raymond was welcomed with great enthusiasm into our ranks. He reported that the organization is in good financial health. We have approximately 400 members, of which 300 are institutions.


VII. Future Funding Opportunities

Linda reported that the Austrian Cultural Forum had just approved “some funding for travel expenses for Executive Council members who also present a paper at the conference.” If you presented a paper and were not fully funded by your home institution, please send your receipts to Linda by May 1 who will submit them to the ACF. It was noted that if we had known about this support earlier, some additional members of the EC may have been able to attend. 

Linda reported that the LITERAR-MECHANA in Vienna is willing to support MALCA in some way; we need to come up with a concrete request. The EC decided to request a 1000 Euro Prize for the best essay published in MAL. Jackie also has an idea to put together a volume of MAL that would include contributions from writers. Perhaps this can also be supported by the LITERAR-MECHANA.





MALCA Open Business Meeting

April 11. 2003

University of Vermont

Minutes


I. Introductions

Linda introduced the members of the EC to the MALCA members present


II. Committee Reports

All committees reported. The following actions were taken:

Nominating Committee: MALCA passed the new procedures for the Nominating Committee (see above). Nominations were solicited for Vice-President: Helga Schreckenberger (U of Vermont), Imke Meyer (Bryn Mawr), Maximilian Aue (Emory U).

Conference Committee: Regina announced the topic and locale of the 2004 conference. Nominations for the 2005 were solicited: U of Montana (Liz).
