Austrian Studies Association Convention Information:

Austin and the U of Texas at Austin

Getting to the AT&T Center from Austin-Bergstrom International Airport

· Note that the Airport and UT are about 15 minutes drive apart, depending on traffic.  Tell your cab to avoid IH-35.  

· All Airport Shuttles, Taxis and Rental Cars
· All busses; check out the "100 Airport Flyer" bus which stops a five minute's walk from the conference hotel. Exit the airport terminal and go to the bus stop on the far right side of the terminal, in the medium. Get off at the San Jacinto/21st street stop -- at the football stadium. A street dead-ends into the stadium, running west from the stadium (you were traveling north from the airport). Walk two blocks to the top of the rise (you'll see an elaborate fountain on the right, and the UT Tower); turn left down the divided street and AT &T Center is on the right a block down.

· Super Shuttle in Austin: (512) 258-3826; National number: 1-800-BLUE VAN (258-3826)

· Yellow Cab Austin number: (512) 452-9999
· Capital Metro Public Transportation: Use the Capital Metro Trip Planner for best route.
Driving from Austin Bergstrom International Airport

· When leaving the airport, turn left (west) on Hwy 71 and stay in one of the two right lanes.

· Stay in one of the right-hand lanes as they curve to the right onto Bastrop Highway/US 183.

· Continue in the same lane as it crosses the bridge over the Colorado River and then follow it to the right onto Airport Blvd.

· Stay on Airport Blvd. until the intersection with MLK Street (19th street of yore).

· Turn left onto MLK and proceed as in the directions from IH-35 below.

Driving Directions to the Conference from IH-35

· Take the MLK exit and turn west at the light (= right turn for those traveling south on IH-35; a left turn for those traveling north).

· Travel west 3 blocks on MLK St. to the AT&T Center, and turn right into the garage. Public parking is also available at the Trinity Garage; turn left on San Jacinto Boulevard to enter the garage (see UT main parking map for other alternatives).

UT Transportation

· Parking at UT: The AT&T Center has a pay parking lot under the hotel. Click here for a map of regular and handicap accessible parking locations on the UT campus, where parking is VERY tight at all points.  Dobie Mall (right next door, the high rise) also has a garage for pay.  
· UTShuttle Service.

What to do in Austin, if you come early or stay late, or just like to stay up late:

Music and theater:  see the  Austin Chronicle (the free weekly tabloid) for the most complete listings of all events.  The AT&T Center fronts on MLK Street, which is 19th street;  the main club district runs along 4th, 5th, and 6th Streets, with 6th Street being the main drag  -- a walkable distance.  There are several equity theaters in town, whose productions are also listed here.  New papers come out on Thursday;  download full papers from the website, or find them in newsstands all over the city. Music sets start late in Austin.  

UT Events (including free concerts and things at the 2400 seat Performing Arts Center) have their own calendar.
Film:  the Austin Chronicle also has the most complete film listings.  The Violet Crown Cinema (434 W. 2nd Street) is the only cinema within walking distance of  the AT&T Center;  however, it does do foreign films and small releases, and has a full bar and food allowed into the auditoriums.  Buy your tickets online in advance;  the theaters there are very small, with as few as 30 seats, and they sell out.  

UT Libraries:  see this page for the links to units, hours, and locations.  The Perry-Castañada Library, UT's main library (on the corner of 21st and Speedway, just east of the hotel), is open M-Th from 7 AM to 2 AM, Friday 7 AM to 11 PM, Saturday 9 AM -11 PM, and Sunday noon-2 AM.    Other units have different hours.  The library stacks are completely open access (late entries not possible after 10 pm for non-UT patrons, but you can stay there), and copy cards may be purchased and refilled from machines with credit cards.  The Mobile Search  of the catalogue will work on your smart phone;  guest wireless costs money, so please figure out what you need in advance, if you can't use a smart phone.  

MUSEUMS (all with entry fees, alas)

Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library  -- one of the first great presidential libraries, newly installed exhibits.  

Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center -- on campus, with TWO of its very own Gutenberg Bibles on display.  Free.  May be between exhibits, otherwise.  Check out the holdings for a fine rare books library with easy free access.

Blanton Museum -- UT's art collection, with great exhibitions. "Klein aber fein," especially print holdings and small great master paintings.  

Bob Bullock Texas History Museum:  has to be seen to be believed;  named for a lieutenant governor

Texas State Capitol (1100 Congress Avenue, directly south of the UT Tower);  self-guided  tour materials and information on guided tours (that prove Texas is indeed another country) available

The Contemporary Austin  -Downtown, with contemporary art exhibitions --(700 Congress Avenue = 7th Street, directly south of the Capitol and the UT Tower)

SHOPPING

· All things Longhorn/UT Spirit at the University CO-OP, on Guadalupe W. of the Tower

· Texana at the gift shop at the Bob Bullock Texas History Museum (toys, food, books jewelry)

· Museum gifts at the Blanton Museum's gift shop (good jewelry selection).

LOCAVORE MEDIA (alas, not really close to UT, but not very far)

Books:  Book People is the large independent (aka decent) bookstore in town.  603 North Lamar. We don't have an academic bookstore, but this has a lot . . .  BOO HISS.  

Recorded Music: Waterloo Records (600 N. Lamar, right across from Book People) is your best source for local, indie, and rare (especially popular) music, including used CDs.  Trivia:  Waterloo was an early name for Austin.  The storefront for the Austin music scene. 

Need a jog?  Lady Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail (formerly Town Lake) -- a three mile loop that puts Central Park to Shame.  Hotel at 1900 N;  the Lake (a dammed river) is 0000;  east section boardwalk not complete, so go west first.
FINDING FOOD:  All of the following are walkable (1.25 mile or less;  you're at 1900 north)

The Carillon Restaurant at the AT&T Center has a head chef stolen from the best hotel in town -- it's as good as any important restaurant in town for dinner.  Reservations for evenings recommended.  Their Gabriel's Cafe is a great full bar, too.

Designer restaurant in a house:  Eastside Cafe;  grows its own herbs.  Short cab ride; not walkable.  

FRIDAY LUNCH (on your own):  that same Carillon Restaurant  in AT&T Center has a lunch buffet during our lunch hour.  Either soup and sandwich and salad, or four courses.  All you can eat;  locavore and four-star foods and artisan breads.  Ca. $14 for the small version; $20 for the full, but it includes tea/coffee/soft drinks, and it will satiate the pickiest palates, including vegetarian.  Worth the price, especially if you're a one-meal-a-day person.  Say you're faculty at the door.  Not available on Saturday.

STARBUCKS in the Texas Union (see campus map), and on 21st St. just west of campus;  Cafe Medici and Spider House most popular local coffee houses. 

The Dobie Mall (the high-rise catty corner northwest from the AT&T Center) has a food court. 

· Hoa Hoa (closed Sat.) is a family owned Chinese restaurant with good specials; fast food.

· ATTENTION:  "Verts" is a Berlin Döner Kebap restaurant -- yes, you read that right, Berlin street food flourishes in Austin.

· Standard Subway, ice cream, sandwiches, coffee shop

Other locals listed on YELP: reliable, often zero frill.  


http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Restaurants+Near+Ut&find_loc=Austin,+TX  

· Sao Paulo Brazilian, 2809 San Jacinto Blvd

· Madam Mam's Thai - 2514 Guadalupe

· Kerby Lane Cafe (24 hours, good vegetarian options); 2606 Guadalupe. The hippies have grown up, 30 years and counting.

· Clay Pit (Indian, in a reclaimed German store made of limestone, lunch buffet), 1801 Guadalupe

· Conan's Pizza:  Chicago-style deep dish.  29th and Guadalupe.

Breakfast tacos?  (the national food of Austin):  Torchy's Tacos, 2801 Guadalupe

Want Tex-Mex?  Try Trudy's Texas Star - 409 w. 30th, just east of Guadalupe.  One of the traditional homes of frozen Margueritas in town.  

Texas BBQ on your mind?  Try Ruby's BBQ, 512 W. 29th (at Guadalupe). Served in traditional fashion on butcher paper (no plates), and by weight is an option.  A dive, but this is one of the places that upholds the great tradition of decimating cattle smoked over fire . . .

Greasy Hamburgers to die for:  Dirty Martin's Kumbak Inn.  2808 Guadalupe.  Nuff said.  No squeamish people allowed -the grease there is older than any of us. 

Vegetarian corrective: Veggie Heaven, 1913 Guadalupe. Tiny but doctrinaire. Lunch only

Asian (including Sushi chef):  Thai Spice, 2100 Guadalupe. 

